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Dear Compass to Care Supporter,
When 2021 started, people across the world had hope in their hearts 
that the year would be better than it was in 2020. They wanted to 
really live (again), walk through life without fear, and spend time with 
family and friends. And as I write those words, I realize that all of those 
feelings that we as a world were hoping for, mimic the feelings parents 
have when their children are fighting cancer.  

But as we all saw, the road to health and wellness is not one easily 
navigated. This is particularly true when a child has cancer. There are 
so many unknowns, so many setbacks, so many feelings of hope 
followed by feelings of fear and exhaustion.  

To experience this heavy burden of fighting childhood cancer and 
to endure financial instability is detrimental for children.  

Our families, the Compass to Care beneficiaries, have had a place to 
turn for help. Even as you faced the impact of living another year during 
a pandemic, you still opened your hearts to our families. You listened 
to their stories and believed that an investment in Compass to Care 
was going to ease the burden families were facing when it came to 
transportation barriers. You believed your help could save a child’s life.  

2021 was the most successful year in the life of our organization. 
We doubled the number of children we served, from 134 to 266 children.  
We launched our new CARE & BACK™ program to provide Uber and 
Lyft rides for children whose parents do not have a car. We received 
referrals from 21 hospitals that had never referred previously.

For all of the accomplishments you made possible, and the lives you 
helped us impact, I extend my sincere gratitude. Compass to Care is 
the liaison between your generosity and children who want to grow up. 
Thank you for giving them a fighting chance.

    With appreciation,

    Michelle Ernsdorff-May, mba
    Founder & Childhood Cancer Survivor

Compass to Care funds life-saving 
access to childhood cancer treatment.

new referring medical 
centers in 2021
Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Children’s Hospital & Medical 
Center of Omaha, Nebraska

Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas

Children’s National Hospital, 
Washington, DC

Children’s Hospital of New Orleans, 
Louisiana

Children’s Medical Center 
Dallas, Texas

Colorado Children’s Hospital

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Massachusetts

Montefiore Medical Center, 
New York

NYU Langone Hospital, New York

Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital, 
Indiana

Presbyterian Hospital, 
New Mexico

Rady Children’s Hospital, California

Roswell Park Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, New York

Sanford Children’s Specialty Clinic, 
South Dakota

Sanford Roger Maris Cancer Center, 
North Dakota

SSM Health Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Hospital, Missouri

Stephen D. Hassenfeld Children’s 
Center for Cancer & Blood 
Disorders, New York

University of New Mexico Hospital

University of North Carolina

New Haven Children’s Hospital, 
Connecticut

Our
Vision
Compass to Care 

will be known for its 
transformative travel 

efforts that reduce the 
disparities in access 
to childhood cancer 

treatment and 
clinical trials. 

Our
Mission
The mission of Compass 

to Care is to provide 
a free Non Emergency 
Medical Transportation 

(NEMT) solution to 
access life-saving cancer 

treatment and clinical 
trials for children fighting 
cancer and facing poverty 
or cancer-related financial 

toxicity (CRFT). 

In 2021, compass to care funded non-emergency 
medical treatment by paying for the following 

expenses for our children and families.

By supporting families in financial distress and 
removing the transportation barrier to access cancer 
treatment, compass to care is focused on preventing 
missed medical appointments and improving outcome 
for children living in poverty or whose families are 

facing cancer-related financial toxicity.

How we help

Lives Touched

gasoline 45%
lodging 18%
uber/lyft 14%
parking 10%

airfare 9%
tolls 3%
bus, train, and 
car rentals 1%

45%

18% 14%

10%

9%

3%
1%

leyla



While many of those children are living in poverty at the 
time of diagnosis, some cross into a poverty profile as a 
result of cancer-related financial toxicity (CRFT). CRFT 
refers to the detrimental effects of the excess financial 
strain caused by the diagnosis of cancer.

For these children, financial instability is associated with 
higher rates of relapse and decreased overall survival.

How does financial instability impact a child’s survival?
— Financial instability leads to transportation barriers. 
— Transportation barriers lead to missed and delayed  
    appointments.
— Missed and delayed appointments lead to higher  
    rates of relapse and lower survival rates.

Compass to Care is proud to have three distinct
nationwide non emergency medical transportation
(NEMT) solutions. These programs directly and 
immediately remove the transportation barriers to 
access cancer treatment for children with cancer who 
are living in poverty.

These solutions are ACCESS LIFE, CARE & BACK™, 
and FLIGHTS FOR HOPE.

Access Life
Compass to Care’s Access Life program covers 100% of 
all transportation expenses for our beneficiary children 
and families, including gasoline, parking fees, and train 
fare.

Care & Back™
Compass to Care’s Care & Back™ program utilizes the 
Uber and Lyft transportation networks to secure safe, 
reliable, and readily-available transportation for families 
without access to a vehicle.

Flights for Hope
Compass to Care’s Flights for Hope program fully funds 
airfare, lodging, and ground transportation so children 
living in poverty can access distant clinical trials or other 
life-saving cancer treatment.

Compass to Care is proud to be funding equitable 
access to childhood cancer treatment to help save lives.

One in five children diagnosed with cancer in the United States lives in poverty.

  Compass to care’s life-saving Solution:

Who we Help

Our impact-
Empowering parents, 

Saving lives
Compass to Care empowers families, enrolled in 
our programs, to make timely decisions about 
getting their children to cancer care by removing 
transportation barriers. In addition, these families:

• Do not have to spend their own money 
  on transportation

• Do not need a bank account or credit card 
  to fund their travel

• Do not need a vehicle to get their children 
  to treatment

• Can eliminate missed appointments due 
  to transportation barriers

• Can choose to enroll their child in a clinical 
  trial at a distant medical center

• Feel empowered to make decisions about getting 
  their children to the best cancer care available

• Keep hope of survival in the realm of 
  possibility for their precious children
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Right before our eyes, Compass to Care has become 
the premier nationwide leader in removing the 
transportation barriers for children to access cancer 
treatment. The numbers below indicate how many 
children we have helped in each state.

Location of a top 
referring medical center

Our top 15 referring hospitals:

Partnering Curefor a



MilestonesMission-focused
New york times
It’s not every day you get mentioned in the 
New York Times in their Times Opinions 
Holiday Giving Guide, but December 13th 
was our day! Thank you to Bret Stephens for 
sharing our mission and letting people know 
the importance of our work.

Miles on 
a mission
We did it!!! We raised 
500,000 Mileage Plus 
Miles during United 
Airlines’ Miles on a 
Mission campaign! 

These miles go a long 
way in helping our 
kids travel to distant 
treatment centers 
that offer hope, when 
options have been 
exhausted locally. What 
a gift you all have given 
to these children and 
their families.

Chicago Blackhawks’
hockey fights cancer
Compass to Care was invited to the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ Hockey Fights Cancer. As we waited to 
be honored on their purple carpet, we found out Abigail 
had been a Compass to Care child during her cancer 
journey. Abigail’s mom got emotional telling us how 
important our support was during Abigail’s treatment. 

Thanks to the help of our amazing donors, this child 
is now in remission, walking the purple carpet as a 
survivor!

How to Help More
Volunteer, join a committee, be part of our 
Associate Board, sit on our Board of Directors, 
or find a role that fits you on our website:

Launch of Care & Back™
With the support of the Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc., Compass to Care 
successfully launched its CARE & BACK™ program in mid-April. Though 
urban-based children may only be a few miles away from the treatment 
facility, getting there can be a real challenge for their parents.

Compass to Care now offers these children Uber & Lyft rides to get 
to care and back.

Supporting 
critical 
research
DIPG (diffuse 
intrinsic pontine 
glioma) is a 
devastating 
childhood cancer 
diagnosis for 
which there is no 
cure. Research is 
critical to giving 
hope for children 
facing DIPG. 

Jace was patient #1 in a clinical trial being conducted at 
Stanford for children with DIPG. Jace’s mother connected 
with Compass to Care asking for travel support to get 
from their home in Kansas and to stay for several weeks 
at a time, each time he received treatment at Stanford. 
Knowing what this trial could mean for Jace and all the 
children who followed in his footsteps, we said yes!

Though Jace sadly passed away on July 3, 2021 at 
the age of 22, he was a remarkable gift to the DIPG 
community of fighters. He was a constant advocate for 
awareness and funding.

Compass to Care is committed to supporting researchers 
as they find answers to cure all childhood cancers. Your 
support of Jace’s courageous fight has gotten them one 
step closer for this devastating diagnosis.

Danielle 
Villari Swets 
joins as coo
Danielle Villari Swets joined 
the Compass to Care team 
as our Chief Operations 
Officer. Danielle, a childhood cancer survivor herself, 
knows not everyone receives an abundance of support 
during cancer treatment and is dedicated to providing 
relevant programs and services to others in need. We are 
so excited to have Danielle leading our effort to continue 
expanding across the United States!

Compass to Care’s help was crucial. 
It’s so hard for families like us- your 
donations make our lives easier. We don’t 
even know if your donors know how 
important they are, and they need to. 
We appreciate it more than you will ever know.
- Michelle, Kyle’s Mom

jace

compasstocare.org/volunteer



Volunteers
We love volunteers and are always excited to have the 
opportunity to work with dedicated individuals who want 
to give their time and talent to support our mission. 
 
This past year, students from the Stevenson Transition 
Program kindly assisted each time we called to stuff and 
label our donor mailings.

6th annual 5k
Compass to Care was thrilled to host 
our 6th Annual 5K in Park Ridge on 
September 18th. With absolutely perfect 
weather, an entire community came out 
to support children with cancer. 

We were honored to have the opportunity 
to use the voice of the #MollyStrong 
family to give everyone a glimpse inside 
a child’s cancer journey.

Our Quinn 
was diagnosed 
with leukemia 
in 2017. 
After the 
grilling 
rounds of 
chemo, 
he started 
maintenance.
They helped so much with the financial 
burden as we are his Grandparents, and 
legal guardians. It’s been 4 years of many 
hospital appointments and two 6-month 
stays. They helped us through it all! We 
would have lost our home, had it not been 
for their help! They are incredible. They 
made a difference to Quinn’s survival!
- Clarice, Quinn’s Grandmother

quinn

Partnership with Global 
health alliance
Compass to Care established a partnership with the 
University of Chicago Global Health Alliance (GHA) 
to reduce the disparity children with cancer face in 
accessing cancer treatment.

GHA partners college students with grassroots non-
governmental organizations to combat global health 
inequities and educate a new generation of leaders 
in social change. Through this partnership, Compass 
to Care and the GHA see the opportunity to fulfill the 
mission of both organizations by:

• Raising awareness of the childhood 
  cancer survival disparities 
• Collecting and analyzing internal data to successfully  
  demonstrate the impact the Compass to Care mission  
  makes for marginalized children
• Fundraising to increase Compass to Care’s ability 
  to provide free NEMT for children in need

Northwestern University 
Dance Marathon (nudm)
raises $674,375
It was a changing moment in the life of 
Compass to Care when we were chosen as the 
2021 Northwestern University Dance Marathon 
(NUDM) Beneficiary. After applying for six 
years, the executive team of 12 students fell 

in love with our mission and decided to dance 
in support of our kids. NUDM executive co-
chairs Ayesha Goswamy and Cami Steppe said 
they typically receive over 100 applications 
from organizations seeking to be the primary 
beneficiary.

“We were so emotionally invested the second we 
read their application, and we knew it was going 
to be Compass to Care all along,” Goswamy said 
of the selection process.

The dancers put aside the fact that they would 
never truly get to dance, as a result of COVID 
precautions, and collectively raised $674,375, of 
which Compass to Care will receive over the next 
five years!!!

This is the largest grant Compass to Care has 
ever received. It is giving us the opportunity to 
invest in our organization and to strengthen our 
position as the nationwide leader in removing the 
travel barriers faced by children with cancer.   



Philanthropist 
PLATINUM
Abra Prentice Foundation, Inc.
Northwestern University 
  Dance Marathon

SILVER
Max And Sunny Howard  
  Memorial Foundation

BRONZE
CIBC 
Christy & Brian Greenblatt 
Amy Duchesneau
Foundation for Health   
  Enhancement
Henry Givray
Diane & Richard Templer  
  Family Foundation
Theisen Family Foundation

Navigator
PLATINUM
BCBS of Illinois
Laura & Chad Chandlee
Pat & Susan Frangella 
Mary & Curtis Hall 
Ronald E Jacquart & 
  Gary L Van Wert
Keystone Capital
LSV Asset Management
Mesirow Financial
Peelmaster Packaging  
  Corporation
SmithBucklin Corporation
United Airlines
Vedder Price

GOLD
AEG Partners
Andy & Kathleen Agrawal
Allstate Corp. 
American Association of  
  Nurse Anesthetists

Jim & Cathy Angell
David & Amy Becker
Beckers Speciality
Benesch 
Berkshire Hathaway Energy 
Beyond Smiles of Park Ridge
Barbara R. Biscan
The CarMax Foundation
Chicago Blackhawks
Borko Bozickovic & Laura Newcomb 
Roni Cohen
Cottingham & Butler
CustomQuest, Inc. 
John B. Donovan 
DuTrac Community Credit Union
Echo Global Logistics
Edison Park Inn
Sandy & Mike Ernsdorff 
Esbenshade Family Foundation
Abby Goldberg Evans 
FWBank
Alex & Anna Golod 
Mindy & Douglas Hong 
Leann Horsfall 
Chad & Tammy Huntington
IBA SA
Bill Klauer
Lee Leonard
LifeTough Kids Boxing Club
Brendan Lyden 
Mike Martin
Joel & Sandra McDonnell 
Kevin & Sheila McInerney 
Brian McMahon 
Pat & Nicky McMahon
Mid American Water, Inc.
Lori & Jose Moreno 
Moving Station
Nakoma Products
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Neff
Northwestern Medicine 
  Proton Center
Lynne & Kevin Oyen
Park Ridge Community Bank 
 

Park Ridge Wilderness 
  Scouts & Princesses Fund
Kyle Peterson
Brad Pye
Jim Ryan
Schoen Family Charitable Trust
Scott & Kraus, LLC
SenecaGlobal, Inc.
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Siena Capital Partners GP, LLC
Sisters of the Visitation 
Bernard Small
Brad Stephens 
Bret Stephens
Todd Stevenson
Christopher & Pamela Theisen
Andrew Thomas 
Todd Thomas
John Tunnell Insurance
Wahlert Foundation
Mark & Linda Wilson
Wozniak Industries, Inc.
Lenny & Mags Young

SILVER
Aimee Alsteen
American Family Insurance -  
  Michael Plageman
Kevin Angell
Steve Blosch 
BMO Financial Group
Barb & Steve Bonnet
Dina & Kenny Bright 
Ellen Brislin
Caterpillar
Children’s Dentistry 
  in Park Ridge
Susan Christie 
Coldwell Banker Dominic  
  Goodmann Real Estate, Ltd
Ann & Brian Cooper 
Mike & Celeste Denman
Nicole Drescher
Shawn Dunn
Suzanne Dunphy

Daniel Duster 
Matthew Finger
The Fisher Family Fund
Frank J. Baker & Company, Ltd.
Victoria Gabbard
Genyk Group Real Estate
Joanne Gleason
Nick Goodmann
Kathy Gowgiel 
Mark & Deb Griffin
Jack & Sarah Hasken
Soni Hudspeth 
Susan Ingrassia
Erika Jackson 
Lucie Keating 
Jesse Keig
Kory Kessler 
Kiwanis International 
  Park Ridge
Karmen Koelbl 
Little Steps Pediatric Therapy
Emily & Mark Ludwikowski
Karina Martinez-Carter
David Masters
Michelle & Matthew May 
Patricia May 
Tom Metz
Neal Nealis 
Northshore Motor Works
Jane & Jim O’Neill
Olson’s Ace Hardware
Nancy & Lawrence Richter 
King Shy Goh
Judith Simon
Shari Slavin
Edward H. Steinman
Nicholas & Susan Jane Sutton
Sweet & Tart Shoppe
Tandem Tire & Auto Service
Paul & Rachael Templer
Varian Medical Systems, Inc.
Kenneth Villari 
Robert Villari
Daniel Wall
Fonzi & Rachel Weninger

Please visit our website to see an entire list of our donors: CompassToCare.org/2021donors

Thank You 2021 donors

Gifts in honor of:

Daniel Birmingham
Pat & Ken Biberstein

Khloe Cox
Zayvian Daniels

James Dunn
Clarke & Charlotte Ellis
Jack & Ann Grothaus
Nancy & Dick Heebsh

Dr. Thierry Jahan
Anthony Joshi-Pawlowic

Molly Morris
Dr. Richard O’Donnell

Brooklyn Ramsey
Elana Rich
Cara Savin

Cami Steppe
Rachel Stulman

Zoe Vielman
Liam Willis

We received devastating news that Elijah, whose 
cancer journey was the focus of our 2021 Annual 
Appeal, finished his earthly journey on the 
morning of Christmas Eve. Elijah had been battling 
cancer for five years. His brave journey took him 
to multiple medical centers in different state. 
Compass to Care’s donors gave this family support 
during their very difficult fight.

We will never understand the heartbreak this 
family is experiencing or why some angels are 
called home far too soon. We continued our 
Annual Appeal raising funds in honor of Elijah’s 
brave fight. In his memory, we exceeded 
our goal and raised over $60,000.  

Gifts in memory of:

Jamela Anthony
Susan Blonsky

Ken Gelbard
Tayden Grohs

Ed Gruidel
Steve Howard

Charlie Ingrassia
Paul Ingrassia

Jeff Kremer
Katie Metz
JJ Ochoa

Travis Pataska
Randi Piacente
Nancy Richter
Scott Salwolke

Jessica Simpson

In Memory of Elijah

 

Current Assets 
Cash & Equivalents
Inventory
Total Current Assets

Other Assets
Endowment
Deposit
Total Other Assets

Total Assets

Current Liabilities
Capital One Credit Card
Kaizen Health
Uber Health
Total Current Liabilities

Total Net Assets
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

$300,161
$195

$227,151
$102,921

$6,868
$251

$16,998
$237,859

$35,337
$927,741

$635,793
$52,145
$77,932

$765,870

$161,871

$472,288
$634,159

$603,352
$668

$604,020

$44,675
$1,489

$46,164

$650,184

$6
$14,723

$1,296
$16,025

$634,159
$650,184

As of December 31, 2021

January 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021
Statement of activities

Statement of financial position

Revenue
Businesses & Foundations
Endowment Income
Fundraising Income
Individuals & Others
Investment Income
Interest Income
Sales Income
Donations In Kind
Payroll Protection Plan Forgiveness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Program 83%
Management & General 7%
Fundraising 10%
Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets
January 1, 2021
December 31, 2021

See a full view of our audited 2021 financials online: 

CompassToCare.org/financials



The mission of Compass to Care, 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
is to provide a free Non Emergency 
Medical Transportation (NEMT) 
solution to access life-saving cancer 
treatment and clinical trials for 
children fighting cancer and facing 
poverty or cancer-related financial 
toxicity. EIN 27-0885690.

Chicago
6323 N. Avondale Ave., Suite 250

Chicago, IL 60631
(773) 657-3269

 Dubuque
Schmid Innovation Center 

900 Jackson St., Suite LL5-2H 
Dubuque, IA 52001

(563) 231-0458

www.compasstocare.org
info@compasstocare.org 

@CompassToCare

Kevin McInerney, MBA, Board President
President, Global Insight Consulting, Inc.

Dina Bright, CPA, Board Treasurer
Principal, Flexic Financial

Mike Ernsdorff, Founding Member

Sandy Ernsdorff, Founding Member

Andy Agrawal
Managing Partner at DecisionPoint Advisors

Borko Bozickovic
Director of Strategic Sourcing and Business 
Processes at E.D. Etnyre

Abby Goldberg Evans, MSW
Project Manager, Strategy and Implementation 
at HSC Health Care System

Brian Greenblatt
President, Middle Mkt. Comm. Banking, CIBC

Douglas Hong, CPA
VP of Accounting, Echo Global Logistics

Erika Jackson
VP, Strategic Leadership Team at InSite 
Realty Advisors

Renalin Malvar-Ledda
Sr. Dir. of Events & Operations, at AAHKS

Associate Board Members
Adrian Abonce, President 
Managing Director at CIBC

Mike Silverman, Vice President
Accounting Manager at Echo Global Logistics

Peter Moreno, Treasurer
Commercial RM - Middle Market Banking at CIBC

Haley Schroeder, Secretary
Social Media & Operational Communications 
Supervisor

Nick Emanuele
Strength & Conditioning Coach 
at the East Bank Club

Hannah Ferstel
Officer at CIBC

Ryan Kantor
Private Equity Principal 
at Svoboda Capital Partners

Brittany Konrath
BSN Student, Chamberlain University 
College of Nursing

Adrian Puentes
Associate Data Analyst at CDW

Jack Westerkamp
Consultant at Protiviti

Board of Directors

Staff

Michelle Ernsdorff-May, MBA
Founder & CEO

Danielle Villari Swets 
COO

Celeste Hall
Program Manager

Thank you to the 
donors who continue 
to financially support 
Compass to Care 
and in turn, support 
my family. Without 
this foundation i am 
not sure how i’d be 
funding our travel 
expenses.
- Grace, Selah’s Momselah


